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Ecauſe you ſeem to reſent my not taking notice of your Dif- ©.'* >: 
courſe annexed to the Defence of the Vindication, to deal Wigs 
plainly with you, I had fo far.conſider'd it, that I did n6t 
think it worthy of regard, You have in thoſe Books, in-my a 
prehenſion, done like a Mercenary Advocate, who will maintain the 
Cauſe he is retained in, as well, and as far, as he can, be it good 
or bad : for you were ingaged in two very different Cauſes; the 
one, very good, and that you manage very well; and there is no 
ſtanding againſt you: the other, very bad, falſe and deceitful ; and 
therein you are like Sampſon, when his Locks were ſhorn by an 
Harlot ; you do what you can, but your Strength is departed; 
you can make nothing on't, but only talk, and furniſh Talk for 
Tatlers; or, it may be, to: amuſe the Vulgar ; but not to' ſatisfe 
any Man of competent Judgment. This indeed was my apprehen- 
ſion upon my firſt InſpeQtion into them z which my farther Perufal =- --. 
hath only more confirmed. And. thergfore fince you are ſo con-;'.. :* _ 
.cerned for a Reply to your Rogfons I am velrirec to ſerve you even | : 
. beyond your deſire, and, it poſſible, notonly.to fſatisfie your ſef,, . : . 
but undeceive ſuch as yon may have either'miſled into, or confirmed + -- -- 
in Error; and ſo prevent what I can of the Evit which from others | 
might recurr upon your ſelf, © © Wh -- 
' You have ſo well aſſerted the Rights of the Catholick Charch, and + 
of all Particular Churches, which are true Members of it, againſt 
the Uſurpations of the State, that you had driven your Adverſarits 
for their laſt Refuge to the meaneſt of all Arguments, a ſpiteful - * 
Argumentum ad hominem, to ſtop your Mouth with that ; and, in-- 
- myOpinion, you had done much better to have held your hand there, 
thanto have diſparaged ſo commendable an Atchievement byſoiin-  , © 
. excuſable an Undertaking of ſo indefenſible.a Cauſe, and lefithart .;. +: - :; 
to the Management of your defeated Adverfaries, who are as muth 
concerned to defend it as your ſelf, But, bleſſed be God; who hath 
extorted ſo much Truth from ſuch as detained it in Unorighteonſ- 
| neſs, and, I hope, will reſcue the reſt, and dete& the. Fallacies 
--wherewith the common Adverſary had difgniſed/it, and deceived fo 
many poor Mortals of theſe and other Navions. tf - 
 . Two things are objeited to you; the Oath of Supremacy, and-the 
Deprivation of the Biſhops, by the ſame AQ "Y Parliament; i E#z.c. + ; 
| S 


.»?, 


(2) 


As to the Oath, you labour hard to make that tolerable by Expo- 
| ſition, which you think intolerable in the Expreſſion, and imploy no 
leſs than 20. pages on that Service: But when all's done, there's 
no more expreſsly excepted out of the meaning of the Oath by the 
Queen's Injun&ion or Admonition, than Power of M*niſtery of Di- 
vine Service in the Church, which, being maliciouſly collected from it 
by ſome, was the only Occaſion of the Admonition ; but was never 
practiſed by her Father, or Brother. But all manner of Juriſdiction, 
Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical, is retained by Srar. 1 Eliz.c.r, contained in 
the Oath, and all Authority challenged and uſed by them, declared by 
Stat. 5 Eliz.c. 1. to be intended in it, and is ſufficiently expreſſed by 
'theWords, Rulc over all manner of Perſons, either Eccleſiaſtical or Tempo- 

+ This alone y2/, in the Admonition it felf; and beſides all, is continued in Praftice 

ſpoils the nh all along, as may be obſerved in divers inſtances beſides thoſe men- 

_—_— tioned by you, as the High Commiſſions, Commiſſions of Delegates, 

them grant- Calling of Synods, Authorizing Canons, Orderingand Authorizing 

ed immedi- . Publick Prayers, EleCtions of Biſhops : And what are || Firſt Fruits 
ately after and Tenths, but Solemnities of Recognition of Eccleſiaſtical Supre- 
the Injunti- ,14.cy? And when I ſec ſuch Fatts, what do all your Words ſigni- 
wo 7 <a fie? I confeſs I have been deceived my ſelf by that Injunction : 

if. v. DUNNet, . . . . 7 

2. 387, 397, Which might have been well enough till the next Parliament; but 

400. and Re- if what you conceive had been well intended, Why was not the 

cord. 7 p-350. Form of the:Oath ordered accordingly in all this time ; but ſo great 

l ) op wm a part of the Nation muſt ſwear one thing in Words, and be autho- 

- oo Diſpe. rized to think and intend another, like their Grand-Father Cran- 

Gtion,an A&t 72ers ſwearing to the Pope, and ſolemnly proteſting he intended 

of Sacrilege. no ſuch matter. No wonder if after ſuch Precedents the whole Na- 

v. Burner, tion be ſo involved in Perjury, as there is reaſon to believe it is. 

p. 332 But our principal Buſineſs3s, the rwo Lay-Deprivations, either both 
valid, or neither valid : but if. either alsne he invalid, it muſt cer- 
tainly be the firſt : . for they were both by A& of Parhament ; but 

* V. Burnet, tO the firſt, divers of the Biſhops * aQuually oppoſing, and none con- 

P- 385, 386. ſenting; 10 that that was a meer Lay AG : but to the latter, divers 

oy my conſenting and voting for it, and none, for ought I know, actually 

apainfl it in OPP2Ing: fo that that was not a meer Lay-ACt, but a mixe AG, 
the Houſe, and as much Eccleſiaſtical as ſome ſo reputed among the Ancient 
. Chriſtians, and divers: anciently of this Nation. But my Buſineſs 
here is not to inforce your Adverſaries Argument, but a Reply to 
' your Reaſons for the Validity of that Deprivation, which, if invalid, 
makes the Original of your Succeſſion invalid and ſchiſmatical. 
And firſt you ſay, the Royal Commiſſions taken out by Biſhop Box- 
zer, and as many as followed his Example, &c. will afford /offcien 
_Reaſon for the Lay-Deprivation of thoſe Biſhops. Certainly an un- 
happy beginning with ſo groſs an at of Dsſmpenuity, as —y 
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ſhall 1 fay, or maliciouſly, or falaciouſly ; but however to charge 
that upon Bonner for ſetting the Example, which you know is by an 
Author you commend, and in the very page you cite diſprov'd, and 
charg'd upon Crarmer with good proof, whoſe Project it is moſt | 
++ likely- it was.” Nor more lucky is,your firſt Reaſon. For thoſe T Nay, mot 
Commiſſions were out of doors in Queen Aary's days : There were ang < o 
none who held by Commiſſion then, but all were in upon the old ang Time 
and proper Title : Nor was any one outed upon any ſuch pretence clearly e- ' 
in Queen El/;zaberh's time : So that this is a meer ſhift to help a vince. 'Bor- 
lame Cauſe, a mecr Colour, that hath nothing in it, And you 7 homer 
needed not have inſiſtct| on it, or indeed mentioned it for no bet- Biſbop when 
rer Service to your Cauſe: but ſince you have, it will be but juſt to Cramer and 
ſhew you the Conſequence of thoſe Commiſſions, to invalidaze all others rook 
your Pretenſions. Cranmer, you know, took a Commiſſion in Ottob, their Com- 
1535- Barlow-was made Biſhop of St. Aſaph, Fib. 1535. and Com- miſlions, 
miſſions being then brought in, no deubt but he * took one too, and * And his 
he was the firſt promoted by Patent from £4. 6. and Story and ny; cg 
|| Coverdale alſo held by Patent from E4. 6. Theſe alſv were 0r- ,uch quc- 
dained by Crarmer, and you know they could receive no more from {joned. 
him, than what he did 1ntend actually to give, (c. 22. Of Schiſmn, $6.) || Intruded 
and by his Commiſſion could give. Nor could they give more to into theplace 
AMat. Parker than they had received. So that all depends upon - £6. 408 
Cranmer's preſumable Intention, which 1s ſufficiently manzfest, by hs Y —_ ”, 
Principles, and Commiſſion, to have been only an Authority derived þ, 106, 129. 
from the King and dependent upon him. His Acceptance of a Com- 
miſſion was an implicit Renunciation of his former Authority, and 
whether not a great Sin, and diſpleaſing to our Lord, I leave others 
to judge. But their Original Authority was by Commiſſion, and what 
more was done was then looked upon but as a Formality. It is ap- 
parent enough by the A&, 1 £4. 6. c. 2. that no Biſhops of his 
time could be made or promoted but by Patent ; and there were no 
leſs than Sever of them at a daſh deprived upon that account in the 
beginning of Queen Mary's Reign, what-ever is pretended of ſpe- 
cial favour to the Proteſtant Biſhops, which could be no more than 
to hold quam din, inſtead of durante bene placito. But none held by 
Commiſſion in Q. Mary's time, after ſhe had repealed the Acts of 
her Father and Brother, and reſtored all again to the old Poſture. 
And this, I hope, 1s a /affic:cat Reply to your firſt Reaſon, and ſome- 
thing more for you to conſider. 

Your next Reaſon 1s ſuch another, that thoſe Biſhops were ther 


notoriouſly of another Communion different from the Proteſtants : But, 


1. there were then no Proteſtant Biſhops in being; but thoſe now 
mentioned, ſuch as they were, and of them one had reſigned; and 


the 
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the other two were actually deprived, and juſtly according to your 
former Reaſon. And, 2. there could therefore_then be- no Com- 

munion of Proteſtants, but SchiſmaticaT.” The Biſhops then in Poſ- 

Teſſion were all compleat Biſhops without all queſtion, and their 

Poſſeſſion good and lawful alſo beyond all queſtion : Their Depr:-.. 

* Inboth Ex- 22t;oz was by meer incompetent * Lay-Authority, and for an unjuſt + 
yarn a and wicked Cauſe in them who deprived them, but a juſt and glo- 
_— Spi- rious Cauſe in them who ſuffered, for their refuſal ofan  Oarh,which 
ritual Sen- You your ſelf cannot think tolerable in the plain ſenſe of the words, 
tence. or without ſuch Expoſition, as with all your Skill and Pains you 
# Nor. of Fi- cannot ſo prove as to ſatisfie a conſcientious, intelligent Perſon, who 
_ es well conſiders it. And for this Cauſe, and by ſach Authority, were 
of Unraith- All the Biſhops of England and Wales, except one deſpicable Tempo- 
fulneſ$to the rizer, beſides Deans, Prebends, and other of the Clergy, &c. de- 
Church. prived; and others put in their Places, by no commendable or. ju- 
{tifiable Eleftion, or other Conſecration than as aforeſaid; and ſo 
queſtionable, and queſtioned at that time, that 7 or 8 years after, by 

reaſon of divers Queſtions then growa upon the Making and Conſecrating 

|  Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops, it was thought convenient to make a new 
B8E'x.c.1. AQto juſtifie and ratifie the ſame. So that here was not only Sends, 
It may well but || Ordination invalid in it ſclf beſides, in this Caſe. And was this 
—bequeſtion- ſuch a different Communion, as might make the Judgment of a 
_—_—_ Synod needleſs, and juſtihe the .Lay-Authority in driving away (as 
—pi5. Duffen- you call it) Catholick Biſhops and Clergy? What Communion of 


tions be not Ochiſmaticks hath Ever appeared. lince the Apoſtles more groſs and 
- iT Jnod 4g _notorious than this ? What Perſecutions of Arians, or Donariſts, 
. You. or what you will, but may be thus defe d juſtified, 


as well as this? 
: n what T have already faid is the Summ cf the Caufe, and the Principles and 
' Grounds of all the reſt that is to be ſaid; and therefore, as I think it needleſs to 


proceed farther in niy Rep.y to a Man of Learning and Parts, who by what is 
already (aid may perceive what is farther to be ſaid ; (o I am wiiling to ſpare my 
"Pains, not only for my own ſake, but for yours: for Tam forry that you, who 
have deſerved ſo well in the former Cauſe, ſhould be fo unhappily ingaged in this, 
and expoſe.your ſelf in Defence of what may afford matter tor Exerciſe of Wit 
and Skill, like Carneades diſputing againſt Juſtice, but nothing for Demonſtration 
of more commendable Qualities, unleſs-you will generouſly give up the Defence, 
and ingenuouſly declare the Truth. And, in good earneſt, if you will believe me 
 tobeſomuch your Friend, asreally I am, I can give you no better Advice for the 
Recovery of your Credit and Juft Eſteem among Men, and for Expiation of that 

- unhappy Fault before God, than to do fo, and ſave me the Labour of any farther 
| Reply, by dajag it your ſelf, which, *tis like, will then be more accurately per- 
. form'd, than poſſibly I ſhould have done it. Far fo thatTruth be promoted, I 
care 'not by what hand it be: And for thatpurpoſe I ſhall here leave it to you : 
But if you diſlike the Motion, and defire my farther Pains, I ſhall be ready to ſerve 


' you in it as well as I can. 
Tour Faithful Friend, and Humble Servant. 


